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A N  O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R  
RELIGIOUS E N C O U N T E R  
m BEYOND THE SPHERE OF SPORT, THE BARCELONA GAMES 
OFFER A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO PROVE TO OURSELVES 
AND TO THE WORLD THAT COEXISTENCE IS POSSIBLE. TO 
THIS END, THERE WILL BE A SINGLE RELIGIOUS CENTRE IN 
THE OLYMPIC VILLAGE -THE ABRAHAM CENTRE-, WHERE 
THE FIVE OFFICIAL RELIGIONS WILL LIVE SIDE BY SIDE. 
N O R I A  l C E T A  1 L L O R E N S  H E A D  O F  T H E  C O O B ' 9 2  R E L l G I O U S  S E R V I C E S  
MOML OF ABRAHAM CENTRE 
lot of things are going to change 
in Barcelona this summer. It 
will certainly be impressive 
seeing people of al1 cultures, races and 
countries walking around our streets. It 
will be an opportunity to prove to our- 
selves and to the world that coexistence 
is possible. This spirit of peace is pre- 
sent in the Olympic Games themselves, 
and for this reason Mayor Maragall has 
on occasion spoken of the Barcelona 
Games as the Games of Reconciliation. 
The athletes' Olympic Village has been 
organised with this desire in mind, in 
the hope that it will be an open city, 
where everyone will be able to find his 
or her place and will feel at ease in what 
will be his or her home for a while. For 
this reason the Village will also attend 
to religious needs. 
Speaking of Religious Sewices as one 
of the services within the organisation 
of the Olympic Games may seem 
strange to those who are not familiar 
with the subject, but attention to reli- 
gion has for a long time been present in 
the Olympics. 
On one hand, in deference to the ath- 
letes themselves, for some of whom re- 
ligion plays an important part in their 
lives and also, therefore, in their dedi- 
cation to sport. 
In a more general context, we must re- 
member that the athletes taking part in 
the Olympic Games find themselves in 
a situation where there is considerable 
pressure in the competition for medals, 
a long way from their families and 
countries. In fact, their professional 
future depends on the results they ob- 
tain. 
At the same time, because this same 
interest has created a whole tradition of 
collaborators of rnany religions, al1 
linked to sport and prepared to provide 
this spiritual attention for the Olympic 
athletes. 
The community we cal1 the Olympic 
Family lives together for almost a 
month in the same city, where it wants 
to enjoy the same facilities it has at 
home. Since in almost any town in the 
world, however small, there is a place of 
worship, of retreat or interiorization, of 
reconciliation with a god or with one- 
self, it's logical that in the Olympic 
Village, where fifteen thousand people 
will be living together, there should also 
be a religious centre. 
In the closed precinct of the Olympic 
Village, where words like concentration 
or quiet are the keys to the athletes' 
physical and psychic well-being, the 
idea of offering a good religious sewice 
becomes a necessity. In fact, during 
these years of organisation of the 
Games, petitions have been received 
from athletes and delegations requesting 
that religious attention be guaranteed. 
In the case of the Barcelona Games, the 
idea of providing religious facilities was 
already present in the dossier presented 
with the application to organise the 
Games. The best way of developing this 
idea seemed to be to set up a Religious 
Semices Advisory Council including a 
representative from each of the five re- 
ligions designated as official on account 
of their widespread international pre- 
sence. This Advisory Council will help 
to organise the Religious Semices in the 
three Olympic Villages -Barcelona, 
Banyoles and La Seu-, at the Interna- 
tional Youth Camp and during the Pa- 
ralympics, which will take place a fort- 
night later using the same installations. 
The five official religions at Barcelona 
will be the Buddhist, the Catholic, the 
Jewish, the Muslim and the Protestant 
religions. However, those members of 
the Olympic Family who require reli- 
gious attention from some other reli- 
gion that isn't official during the Games 
will be able to find it at one of the 
different centres and places of worship 
these have in the city. This is why it is 
important that there should also be 
comprehensive information and that it 
should be available to anyone request- 
ing it. 
In organising the Games, we in the 
COOB'92 have wanted to treat the reli- 
gious issue as a unit, as a question to be 
considered over and above the differ- 
ences between religions, and taking into 
account the spirit of unity, harmony 
and brotherhood the Games aspire to. 
In addition, we are lucky in that inter- 
national relations have recently im- 
proved a lot and we do not have the 
threat of a boycott which was still pre- 
sent at Seoul. This reinforces the Olym- 
pic spirit and the vocation of the Medi- 
terranean as a sea of peace. 
For this reason, a novelty in Barcelona 
as regards recent editions of the Games 
will be the single Religious Centre in 
the Olympic Village, where the five offi- 
cial religions will live side by side. 
This centre has been called the Abra- 
ham Centre, in a clear reference to the 
Biblical patriarch,  the father of 
the three great religions: Christianity, 
Judaism and Islam. The Buddhist 
community also finds in Abraham 
a reference to its tradition of hospi- 
tality. 
The collaboration between the City 
Hall, which has supplied the site, and 
the Archbishopric, which has been re- 
sponsible for the construction of the 
building, has made the existence of this 
centre in the Olympic Village possible. 
The architectural project responds to 
the twofold need for an inter-religious 
temple for Olympic use and the Catho- 
lic parish church it will become after- 
wards. Its design, in the form of a fish, 
is the result of a great imaginative effort 
on the part of the architects and is a 
considerable innovation in religious ar- 
chitecture, since it symbolizes two im- 
portant aspects. One is a reference to 
the Mediterranean, since the Olympic 
Village is located by the sea. The other 
is that it is a point of reference for 
Christians, as the fish is a symbol of 
Christ, charged with meaning for the 
many present and past cultures. 
In the Abraham Centre, the five reli- 
gions will share the use of a large space 
as a common temple for large celebra- 
tions or prayer meetings. Apart from 
this, each religion will have its own, 
smaller space for prayer -for normal 
use-, an office and al1 the necessary 
technical support. 
But behind premises and installations 
there must always be the people who 
make them work, and even more so if 
we're talking about religious facilities, 
which are intended to provide attention 
to people. A team of Pastoral Agents of 
the five religions and a team of volun- 
teers made up of young people from the 
city will be responsible for welcoming 
al1 visitors to the centre, of offering 
them spiritual advice, organising ser- 
vices and religious celebrations and 
other religio-cultural activities like exhi- 
bitions, talks or concerts. 
Those of us who are working on this 
fascinating project al1 realise that the 
Religious Semices will be a very modest 
part of the great complexity of the orga- 
nisation of the Games, but we also know 
that with our work, and from the com- 
munion between religions, we can con- 
tribute to the creation of a climate of 
friendship and rediscovery, of harmony 
and coexistence, which will help to 
make the Barcelona Olympic Games a 
great success in this field, as in others. 
